Reflections on 2019
This year marked the 20th anniversary of the Drug Court of NSW.  At the height of a heroin crisis in 1998, parliament convened a Drug Summit, which recommended the creation of a Drug Court.  The Court opened in February 1999, and the Premier, the Hon Bob Carr, described the Drug Court as “a new initiative in the war against drugs”, and, very importantly, noted that “ the existing judicial process does not appear to offer long term solutions to drug related crime”.  

The first Senior Judge was Judge Helen Murrell, now Chief Justice, Australian Capital Territory.  It is pleasing to report that during this year the Drug Court of NSW has been assisting the ACT in the planning of a Drug Court for the ACT.
20th Anniversary Practitioners’ Conference
A major conference was held in February to mark the 20th Anniversary, and to continue the ongoing education of the broad range of practitioners who work for and with the Drug Court.  Yet again, the Judicial Commission assisted the Court in providing a conference which achieved an extraordinary level of satisfaction in the reviews provided by attendees.
Attendees were welcomed to country by Uncle Bruce Gale, and the Attorney General, the Honourable Mark Speakman SC MP, delivered a kindly and thoughtful opening.  The keynote address was delivered by Judge Peggy Hora, a founder of therapeutic jurisprudence and the Drug Court movement, and a long term friend of our court.  The bravest attendees at the conference were two graduates from 2009, who, in front of an audience of over 100, told the story of their substance dependence issues and their long-term recovery achieved with the assistance of the Drug Court.
The Judicial Commission also invited the Drug Court to review the program after twenty years of operations, and a link to an article in the Judicial Officers’ Bulletin can be found at Judicial Bulletin (2019) February issue.
Special Commission of Inquiry into the Drug Ice
The Drug Court was invited to make a submission to the Ice Special Commission.  The Court raised a number of issues with the Commissioner, including the lack of rehabilitation beds and rehab opportunities in NSW, and the very concerning reports regarding the impact of ice on regional communities.  The response put forward by the Drug Court submitted some strong evidence as to why an expansion of the Drug Court program could form a sensible part of a continuum of responses to the ice issue.  The Court’s submission and the Court’s response to the Commission’s Issues Paper can be found on the Drug Court Website.
Judicial Appointments

The Court welcomed two new judges to this jurisdiction in July.  Judge Ian Guy and Judge Joanne Keogh have accepted commissions as Acting District Court Judges and as Judges of the Drug Court.  They have joined Judge Paul Cloran, Judge Jane Mottley and Judge Garry Still on the Drug Court bench.

I would like to acknowledge in this review the contribution to the jurisdiction made by Judge Ian Barnett to this court.  Judge Barnett has been a Drug Court judge for 19 years, and has made an enormous contribution to our general jurisdiction, together with the Compulsory Drug Treatment program, which he presided over for many years. 

Program Performance

A number of tables are included in this review, which provides the court with helpful information regarding trends, success, and any areas of concern.  The first factor to note is the strong stability of the outcomes, with the number of program entrants remaining very steady, and the level of success remaining strong and stable 

The Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre (CDTCC) numbers are particularly pleasing with a 35% increase in referrals from the District Court and Local Court to 92 for the year, and a 21% increase in the number of participants on program (an increase from 57 to 69).
Roger Dive

Senior Judge

10 November 2020

Measures of Success – All Drug Courts 2013 to 2019

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Graduates
	Total Non Custody
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2013
	336
	248
	33
	109
	139
	44%

	2014
	253
	289
	48
	128
	161
	44%

	2015
	299
	271
	56
	135
	136
	50%

	2016
	309
	314
	71
	157
	157
	50%

	2017
	300
	289
	88
	165
	124
	57%

	2018
	313
	326
	103
	190
	136
	58%

	2019
	303
	349
	98
	180
	169
	52%
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Drug Court of NSW – Parramatta

Program activity by year from 2004 to 2019
	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2004
	142
	133
	62 (20)
	71
	47%

	2005
	165
	150
	74 (36)
	76
	49%

	2006
	164
	155
	62 (33)
	93
	40%

	2007
	169
	176
	78 (28)
	98
	44%

	2008
	132
	151
	65 (29)
	86
	43%

	2009
	158
	146
	83 (42)
	63
	57%

	2010
	140
	158
	90 (42)
	68
	56.6%

	2011
	166
	155
	86 (30)
	69
	55.8%

	2012
	167
	187
	95 (37)
	92
	51%

	2013
	206
	168
	72 (24)
	96
	43%

	2014
	165
	182
	79 (24)
	103
	43%

	2015
	184
	180
	96 (35)
	84
	53%

	2016
	175
	188
	97 (48)
	91
	51.5%

	2017
	184
	169
	97 (54)
	72
	57%

	2018
	198
	207
	124 (63)
	83
	60%

	2019
	194
	221
	113 (60)
	108
	51%


      NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets.
Drug Court of NSW – Hunter

Program activity by year from 2011 to 2019
	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2011
	70
	10
	0
	10
	0

	2012
	61
	43
	20 (8)
	23
	46.5%

	2013
	68
	66
	36 (9)
	30
	54.5%

	2014
	44
	65
	33 (16)
	32
	51%

	2015
	61
	48
	26 (14)
	22
	54%

	2016
	76
	69
	38 (16)
	31
	55%

	2017
	65
	67
	51 (29)
	16
	76%

	2018
	65
	68
	42 (26)
	26
	62%

	2019
	65
	72
	48 (29)
	24
	67%


     NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets

Drug Court of NSW – Sydney
Program activity by year from 2013 to 2019
	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2013
	62
	14
	1
	13
	7%

	2014
	44
	42
	16 (8)
	26
	38%

	2015
	54
	43
	13 (7)
	30
	30%

	2016
	58
	57
	22 (7)
	35
	38.5%

	2017
	51
	53
	17 (5)
	36
	32%

	2018
	50
	51
	24 (14)
	27
	47%

	2019
	44
	56
	19 (9)
	37
	34%


      NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets
Parramatta Drug Court – Key Statistics 2019
	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	495

	Pre ballot exclusion
	189

	Placed in ballot
	306

	Accepted after ballot
	294

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling/withdrawn
	24

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2019
	194

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2019
	119

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2019
	93

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/19
	141


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	48

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	18

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	0


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	60

	Substantial Compliance
	9

	Total Non custody
	113

	Custody
	108

	Total completions
	221


Hunter Drug Court – Key Statistics 2019
	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	166

	Pre ballot exclusion
	76

	Placed in ballot
	90

	Accepted after ballot
	90

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling/withdrawn
	22

	
	

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2019
	65

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2019
	41

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2019
	29

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/19
	59


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	4

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	5

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	3


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	29

	Substantial Compliance
	4

	Total Non custody
	48

	Custody
	24

	Total completions
	72


Sydney Drug Court – Key Statistics 2019
	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	100

	Pre ballot exclusion
	19

	Placed in ballot
	81

	Accepted after ballot
	81

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling
	20

	
	

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2019
	44

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2019
	25

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2019
	15

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/19
	29


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	12

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	7

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	1


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	9

	Substantial Compliance
	1

	Total Non custody
	19

	Custody
	37

	Total completions
	56


Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre Key Statistics 2019
	Pre Program
	Persons

	Referral
	92

	Eligibility and Suitability Assessments
	53

	Ineligible
	44


	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Stage 1 in 2019
	37

	Participants who progressed to Stage 2 in 2019
	35

	Participants who progressed to Stage 3 in 2019
	19

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/19
	69


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Order Revoked *
	14

	Order Expired
	1

	Parole Granted **
	9


* The revocation of the order usually, but not always, reflects a failure to comply with the program.

**The granting of Parole can be regarded as a successful CDTO

